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Fallen soldiers remembered
In ceremony and run

Ret. Army Sergeant First Class Paul Hassing
speaks during the Memorial Day program on
Monday in Montgomery (top). Taps is played
on bugle by Montgomery Honor Guard mem-
ber Larry Parsons with the honor guard’s Ser-
geant-At-Arms Gary Ruhland saluting (center
left) and a rifle gun salute to deceased veterans
performed (center right). Runners travel along
Highway 12 north of Montgomery for the MIN

Patriot Run (bottom).

Jarrod Schoenecker

editor@montgomerymnnews.com

Montgomery remembered
it’s fallen soldiers on Memo-
rial Day, Monday, May 25,
with a prayer service, cere-
mony, and a run.

Mass was said at Most
Holy Redeemer Catholic
Church at 8:30 a.m. in mem-
ory of all deceased veterans.

A formal ceremony was
conducted at the American
Bar & Grill hall at 9:30 a.m.
Montgomery Area Veterans
Honor Guard member Steve
Flicek acted as the master
of ceremonies with fellow
member John Grimm sprin-
kling the ceremony with a
cappella  vocal selections
throughout the program, such

as “Sleep, Soldier Boy” and
the “Star Spangled Banner.”

Only about 50 community
members showed up for the
program, almost all family
members of a deceased vet-
eran.

The program included a
speech by Ret. Army Staff
Sergeant First Class and for-
mer American Legion Minne-
sota Department Commander
Paul Hassing, a reading of
all area deceased veterans, a
prayer, a tribute of wreaths
placed in honor of fallen sol-
diers, a rifle gun salute by
the honor guard to deceased
veterans with Sergeant-At-
Arms Gary Ruhland, and the
playing of Taps on bugle by
honor guard member Lar-
ry Parsons before the colors
were retired.

A luncheon was had fol-
lowing the program at the
venue.

Hassing’s speech can be
seen in the opinion section of
this issue, which highlights
the importance of the mean-
ing of Memorial Day.

Coinciding at the same
time as the Memorial Day
program,  veteran  Ryan
Bruzek led his third annual
Minnesota Patriot Run with
about 45 runners taking part
this year. Runners started at
the Montgomery Veteran’s
Memorial Park, stopped to
place flags at the roundabout
between Montgomery and
New Prague at County 28
and Highway 13, and com-
pleted their run at the New
Prague Veteran’s Memorial.
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City gets further
evaluation on housing

Jarrod Schoenecker
editor@montgomerymnnews.com

Two individuals stopped by to present
further information to Montgomery’s Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission regular meet-
ing, Nate Dorr and Breanne Kennedy. Dorr
is the senior program manager of rural and
tribal building capacity for the Greater Min-
nesota Housing Fund (GMHF), and Kenne-
dy is the owner and founder of Thrive Con-
sulting.

Kennedy presented on removing barriers
to housing development with a land use au-

dit, which was carried out by the GMHF for
free, valued at about $5,000.

“The idea was to provide a housing fo-
cused look at Montgomery’s land use and
zoning to help inform the city’s comprehen-
sive plan, look at potential sites for housing
and give consideration to how city code is
helping or hindering housing,” said Dorr.
“In other communities where we’ve done
this, the city council or planning commis-
sion went ahead and worked with their staff
and attorneys to update codes (e.g. smaller
lots, smaller side yards and set back, re-
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Passion project hopes to be safe
haven for neighborhood families
and trading card participants
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Thursday afternoon was the opening of The Wolf Den, marked by a ribbon cutting.
Pictured, from the left, are Montgomery City Planner Joshua Mankowski; Ryan Wolf
and, his father, owner Lucas Wolf; and Wyatt Harms and, his father, Montgomery
Economic Development Authority Chairman Andrew Harms.

Jarrod Schoenecker
editor@montgomerymnnews.com

Lucas Wolf, owner of The Wolf Den,
300 South 1st Street, hopes his new passion
project will be a safe haven for area families
surrounding Montgomery, as well as a trad-
ing card shop for the region.

The Wolf Den opened with a ceremoni-
ous ribbon cutting last Thursday, May 21,
with family, friends; city staff, council and

board members; and some excited custom-
ers present to check it out.

“My hope is that it isn’t just cards but a
place to come hang out, do coloring, side-
walk chalk, and have fun,” said Lucas Wolf.
“I’ll have a TV for cartoons and/or some
speakers running music. I hope it becomes
a nice safe place for kids to hang out.”

While the shop technically is a storefront
to sell trading card games and hosting com-

Wolf Den to 5

Holy Redeemer graduates
seven, says goodbye to two staff

Jarrod Schoenecker
editor@montgomerymnnews.com

Most Holy Redeemer
Catholic School (MHRCS)
graduated seven 8th graders
last Friday morning. The day
started off with a graduation
Mass at 8:30 a.m. where
some of the students sang
numbers during the service.

Following the Mass, a
formal graduation ceremony
was held in the church with
family and friends present.
Individual graduates stood
up at the pulpit and expressed
their gratitude to their parents
and teachers, giving their par-
ents a flower after speaking.

Jarrod Schoenecker photo
Hayden Akerlund speaks to his parents and teachers
at the graduation ceremony last Friday, expressing his
gratitude. All graduates followed in suit in their own

personal way.

Holy Redeemer to 2
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City of Montgomery road projects, winter/summer stats

Jarrod Schoenecker
editor@montgomerymnnews.com

Montgomery Public Works Su-
pervisor Nick Filipek said at the
May city council meeting that the
2023 Street and Utilities Improve-
ment Project (SUIP) is 99% com-
pleted, and the 2025 SUIP is re-
ceiving its final wear course now.

The city is hiring M & W As-
phalt to come in and do some spot
paving repairs on the streets, in-
cluding Stone Ridge, Deer Trail,

and North Ridge. This will come
out of the department’s regu-
lar street maintenance funds.
“There’s some areas that are fall-
ing apart, and we need to get them
milled down and put back together
to try and get five years yet before
we have to start worrying about
mill and overlay,” said Filipek.
Filipek also offered up some
statistics from public works. He
said this winter the department
spent 529 regular hours, and 322
overtime hours addressing snow
and ice, and that the city used

480 tons of salt and sand, which
is about 150 tons over what they
usually budget. “It was a different
year because it was nothing but a
nuisance,” said Filipek. “You get
an inch of snow here, and inch and
half there, two inches there, and
it’s a lot more product to keep the
road safe.”

Looking at summer mowing,
Filipek says that the city cuts 48
acres and maintains an additional
56 acres of prairie grass. Of the 48
acres that are cut, a portion of 18
acres are also treated with fertiliz-

er and weed killer. All that work,
minus the treatment of some areas,
is done with three employees with
three zero-turn lawnmowers and
one larger 13-foot winged mower.

Pavement Maintenance Project
Council approved the low-
est bid of $321,630.50 by W.W.
Blacktopping out of Mankato to
do the 2026 Pavement Mainte-
nance Project on the eastern two
sections of the remaining SUIPs.
“I was pleasantly surprised at
how under this came from the en-

gineer’s estimates,” said Mayor
Thomas Eisert, coming in at about
$50,000 under estimates.

There was an alternate for an
additional $37,290.00 that could
have been approved with the bid
to pave the lot at Park Manor
Apartments but was not. City Ad-
ministrator Brian Heck said that a
lower bid was received than what
W.W. Blacktopping quoted for the
alternate and the city will be seek-
ing that out separately.

Holy Redeemer ion-
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The 2026 Most Holy Redeemer Catholic School 8th Grade graduates. Pictured, from the left, in the front row are Rev.
Timothy Sandquist, Maxwell Velishek, Cailyn Meadows, Principal Kari Marsh, and Middle School Teacher Jennifer
Floyd; and in the back row are Max Zamora, Hayden Akerlund, Sophia Gardner, Sam Leonard, and Kody Kriha.

Families with children in
the school who were grad-
uating their last child from
MHRCS were also recog-
nized for their support.

Students received awards
before receiving their 8th
grade diplomas. Awards
included Singing Angels
(Cailyn Meadows, Maxwell
Velishek and Kayden Aker-
lund), Alter Server Award
(all graduates), Spirit Award
(Sam Leonard), Citizenship
Award (Meadows), Presi-
dential Excellence Award
(Meadows), and the Presi-
dential Achievement Award
(Akerlund).

Principal Kari Marsh
spoke to the graduates, shar-
ing a story about Charles M.
Schulz, the Minnesota born
famous cartoonist of the Pea-
nuts comic strip, and how
he persisted even though he
didn’t have perfect grades
and persevered. Marsh said,
“Graduates, remember this
when you leave here. You
don’t have to be perfect. You
don’t have to have your full
future figured out. You sim-
ply need to continue moving
forward with faith, determi-
nation, and to trust in God.”

All present were invited
to refreshments in the church
basement after the ceremo-
ny. This year’s graduation
time was a change from
what was previously held at
an evening ceremony. Rev.
Timothy Sandquist said that
the change was so that the
entire school could partici-
pate in the ceremony.

MHRCS staff leaving
Picha

Media-Tech Coordinator
Rita Picha is retiring after 27
years with the school. She
previously worked in St. Pe-
ter and also for Suel Printing
Co. but decided she wanted
to be a stay-at-home mom
with her first child’s birth.

“When our youngest
daughter Chelsea started
kindergarten at Most Holy
Redeemer School, there
was an opening for a full-
time aide position in the fall
of 1999. 1 took advantage
of the opportunity as there
were no newspaper-related
jobs available locally,” said
Picha.

Picha enjoyed having
the same schedule as her
daughter, starting as an aide
and playground supervisor.
In 2004, computer room
aide was added to her du-
ties, overseeing technology
classes. In 2008, the role of
librarian was added to her
duties as well.

“I’ll miss many things in-
volving students and staff,
from reading to students in
the library, to watching stu-

dents make Christmas Goo-
gle Drawings in technology
class, to school-wide activi-
ties such as Advent prayers,
an Old Fashioned Christmas,
Family Fun Night, dressing
up as saints for Halloween
and the special days desig-
nated during Marathon Week
and Catholic Schools Week.”
said Picha. “I will NOT miss
recess duty on days with a
zero degree wind chill. I’d
like to thank the teachers,
staff, students and parents
for letting me be a part of
the Most Holy Redeemer
family for these many years.
There have been good days
as well as bad days, but if the
years on the calendar could
be turned back, I’d do it all
again. I truly believe this is
where [ was meant to be. It’s
the path God wanted me to
take.”

She says she’s looking
forward to sharing retire-
ment with her husband,
spending more time with
family, reading, time on the
patio, special projects that
have been put off, and trav-
eling.

Rev. Sandquist said, “We
are grateful for her consci-
entious attention to detail
and her flexible willingness
to pinch-hit wherever need-
ed. We hope she enjoys her
well-earned retirement.”

Marsh

Principal Kari Marsh has
taken a position as principal
with Notre Dame Academy
in Minnetonka, reducing her
round-trip commute by near-
ly a 100 miles every day.

“For the past four years,
Kari has served MHRS with
heroic dedication, not only
commuting 120 miles each
day to and from the school,
but also stepping up to fill
in where needed,” said Rev.
Sandquist. “With an open
office door, she was always
ready to lend a compassion-
ate ear to students going
through struggles and to
offer words of encourage-
ment.”

Marsh had a serious med-
ical incident at the time we
were supposed to receive
comment from her, so Teach-
ing Assistant Tracy Oden-
thal spoke on her behalf.
First and foremost, Odenthal
says, “Kari is in very good
spirits,” and it sounds like
she will recover just fine.
Prayers are requested for a
good and speedy recovery.

It was three years ago
when Marsh became prin-
cipal for the school, also
fulfilling the roles of teach-
ing algebra, and 7th and 8th
grade religion classes. With
another teacher out for part
of this year, she also took on

teaching 1st grade language
arts and 1st and 2nd grade
math.

Odenthal said, “I can tell
you her favorite thing about
MHRS is the small fami-
ly-like atmosphere. She has
made a lot of close friends
down here in her staff and
parents that she will miss
greatly. She has told us all
how much she loves us and
has loved working at MHRS
and that she will miss us all.”

Rev.  Sandquist said,
“Serving as interim principal
next year will be Dr. Connie
Krocak. Dr. Krocak is a re-
tired Catholic school prin-
cipal with many years of
experience. Most recently,
she served as interim prin-
cipal at St. John the Baptist
Catholic School in Excel-
sior. From 2015 to 2021,
she served as principal of
Holy Cross Catholic School
in Webster. Because we are
past the end of the normal
recruitment cycle for Cath-
olic school leaders, we are
postponing the search for
a permanent principal until
December of this year. This
timeline is most likely to
provide the broadest pool of
candidates.”

To place your
public notices
in the
Montgomery
Messenger

Call 507-364-8601

Dr. Krocak holds under-
graduate degrees in family
and consumer science ed-
ucation, and anthropology
from the University of Min-
nesota; a master’s degree in
education, curriculum and
instruction from the Uni-
versity, and a doctorate of
education degree from the
University of St. Thomas.

Principal Kari Marsh (left) and Media-Tech Coordinator
Rita Picha are both leaving the school after the school
year is done. Marsh has taken a different job closer to
home and Picha is retiring.
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New Prague MN

Wy Fundraiser

for our

8TH ANNUAL TCU FFA ALUMNI

TRUGK & TRACTOR PULL

6 P.M.

Held at the

Le Sueur County Fairgrounds
LeCenter, MN

Friday, June 5th, 2026

e New Construction
e Remodel

e Service

¢ Replacement

952-758-4466

e Drain Cleaning
e Duct Cleaning
e Water Softeners
e Water Heaters
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Jordan woman injured
in motorcycle crash

Jarrod Schoenecker
editor@montgomerymnnews.com

Minnesota State Patrol
(MSP), along with Mont-
gomery police, fire and
ambulance, and Le Sueur
County  Sheriff’s Office,
were called to a single ve-
hicle crash at 8:24 p.m. on
Sunday, May 24, between
New Prague and Montgom-
ery in Lanesburgh Township
near Lake Pepin.

According to the incident
report from the MSP, Sar-
ah Koepsellschmieg, 34, of
Jordan, was traveling north-

bound on Highway 13 on a
2013 Harley Davidson FLS
Cruiser motorcycle when
she lost control of the vehi-
cle, and it landed on its side.

Koepsellschmieg was
transported via ambulance to
Mayo Clinic Health Systems
Hospital in New Prague with
what the report said was
non-life threatening injuries.

The MSP report indicated
that Koepsellschmieg was
not wearing a helmet, road
conditions as being wet, and
that the status of whether or
not alcohol played a role in
the crash as “pending.”

Police report

Monday, May 18
Investigated a blight ordi-
nance violation. (5)
Investigated a  driving
complaint, unable to locate.
Investigated a report of a
missing person.
Assisted with a medical at
Tri-City United High School.

Tuesday, May 19

Investigated  suspicious
activity/person in the area of
North Ridge Drive, unable to
locate.

Investigated a  driving
complaint on Mulberry Ave-
nue.

Investigated a neighbor
dispute.

Wednesday, May 20

Assisted with a harass-
ment complaint.

Investigated a motor vehi-
cle theft.

Assisted with a medical at
Tri-City United High School.

Thursday, May 21

Traffic stop and issued a
citation for cannabis open
package.

Issued a parking ticket
during prohibited hours.

Assisted with a medical at
Traditions. (3)
Friday, May 22

Assisted with a medical on
Deer Trail.

Atrrested an individual for
an outstanding warrant.

Traffic stop and issued a
warning for an inoperable
headlight.

Saturday, May 23

Traffic stop and issued a
warning for an equipment vi-
olation.

Assisted an individual
with missing property.

Assisted with a medical at
Meadow Ridge.

Traffic stop and issued a
warning for speed. (2)

Traffic stop and issued a
citation for expired registra-
tion.

Atrrested an individual for
an outstanding warrant.

Traffic stop and issued a
warning for expired registra-
tion.

Assisted with a medical at
Traditions.

Investigated a  driving
complaint, unable to locate.

Traffic stop and issued a
citation for speed.

Traffic stop and issued a
warning for an inoperable
headlight.

Sunday, May 24

Traffic stop for possible
revoked driver, all clear.

Extra patrol request.

Investigated a report of a
theft at the Montgomery Car
Wash.

Assisted with a medical on
4th Street Southeast.

Arrested an individual for
a violation of a no contact or-
der.

Assisted an individual
with a harassment complaint.

Assisted another agency
with a motor vehicle crash.

Meals on Wheels

Monday, June 1 —Lasagna rollup with meat sauce, green
beans, hot spiced apples, dinner roll with margarine, vanilla

wafers, and milk.

Tuesday, June 2 — Baked herb chicken, rice pilaf, peas
and carrots, dinner roll with margarine, chocolate pudding
with whipped topping, and milk.

Wednesday, June 3 — Smothered chopped steak, baked
potato with sour cream and margarine, sliced carrots, apple-
sauce cup, wheat bread, and milk.

Thursday, June 4 — Scalloped potatoes with ham, whole
kernel corn, tropical fruit cup, wheat bread with margarine,

peanut butter cookie, and milk.

Friday, June 5 — Cheese egg bake, diced herb potatoes,
peas and carrots, dinner roll with margarine, chocolate chip

cookie, and milk.

Volunteer Delivery Drivers

Monday, June 1 — Jenny Turek

Tuesday, June 2 — Frandsen Bank & Trust/Kyle Buro
Wednesday, June 3 — Dennis Knapper

Thursday, June 4 — Cathy Moretton

Friday, June 5 — Jerome Holtz, and Julie Tritz

Your Montgomery Lutheran Social Services Meals on
Wheels (LSS MOW) Site Coordinator is Mary Ross. Please
call her at 507-479-1925 between 9 a.m.-12 p.m. the day
before for menu changes and cancellations, or call anytime
to inquire about receiving meals or about volunteering to
deliver meals once or twice a month. The LSS MOW pro-
gram operates Monday through Friday, excluding holidays,
delivering meals primarily to adults age 60 and over. LSS
MOW asks all participants to consider making a financial
contribution to help meet their cost to prepare quality meals.
However, participant eligibility is not dependent on ability to
contribute towards the program. EBT (SNAP Vouchers) and

county waivers are accepted.

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP
10 AM @ NP MIDDLE SCHOOL

721 CENTRAL AVE N, NEW PRAGUE

CHRIST CENTERED BIBLICAL TEACHING

Nursery and Live Stream Available
For more info visit:
www.CalvaryChurchMN.org

SAIL Fitness Class

Catholic  Charities for
Southern Minnesota’s Stay
Active for Independent Liv-
ing (SAIL) fitness class for
ages 55+. M&Th, 9-10 a.m.,
except holidays, at Center
Stage Dance in Montgom-
ery. No registration, just
show up. Free.

Through Sept. 19 —
Genealogy &
Research Center

The Le Sueur County
Historical Society Geneal-
ogy and Research Center,
301 NE 2nd St, Elysian,
is open F/SA, 1-4 p.m.,
through Sept. 19.

Through July 4 —
Edward Curtis Display
Stop by the Arts and Her-
itage Center in Montgom-
ery, Th-F 2-5 p.m. and Sat.
9 a.m.-Noon to see a display
featuring Edward Sherriff

Curtis, locally raised and
St. Paul apprenticed Native
American  photographer.
The display will feature
photography prints of his
work and Native American
artifacts.

May 28 — Music in
the Park

Head to Memorial Park
in Montgomery at 6 p.m.
every Thursday except July
2 and 23 to hear a free con-
cert in the park. Bring your
own lawn chair or use avail-
able seating. This week’s
group for the opening event
is the Tri-City United High
School Pep Band playing a
variety of rousers. Also, en-
joy the farmers market from
4-6:30 p.m. with a food
vendor.

May 29 - TCU Graduation
See the special Gradua-
tion Section in this issue.
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Upcoming Community Events

June 1

Summer Reading
See Library Lendings.

Creature Feature
See Library Lendings.

Montgomery City
Council Work Session —
Regular work session at 7
p.m. in city hall.

June 2 — Winery Blood
Drive

Next Chapter Winery in
New Prague hosts an Amer-
ican Red Cross Blood Drive
from 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Learn
more and sign up for a time
to donate at redcrossblood.
org.

June 3 — Parks
and Recreation
Adyvisory Board

Regular monthly meeting
at 4:30 p.m. at city hall.

June 4

Animal Art — See
Library Lendings.

County Board of Ad-
justment Le Sueur
County Board of Adjust-
ment regular meeting at 3
p.m. in the Le Sueur Coun-
ty Government Center, 88
South Park Avenue, Le Cen-
ter.

Public Works Advisory
Board — Regular month-
ly meeting at 5 p.m. at city
hall.

Scott-Le Sueur Water-
fowlers — Regular month-
ly meeting at the American
Bar & Grill in Montgomery
at 7 p.m. (First Thursday of
the month.)

Music in the Park —
This week’s group is Saw-
yer’s Dream playing 1960°s
themed original works.
Also, enjoy the farmers
market from 4-6:30 p.m.
with a food vendor.

Housing o
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Breanne Kennedy, owner and founder of Thrive Consulting, speaks to Montgom-
ery’s Planning and Zoning Commission at their May meeting about her evaluation

of housing in the city.

duced parking require-
ments, increased densi-
ty). Then some had hired
another consultant to get
into the weeds on the ac-
tual city code and resolu-
tion language.”

Dorr says the motive
behind land use policy
updates is to find ways to
ensure developers have
clarity on potential sites
that can be developed and
also to reduce overall de-
velopment costs so peo-
ple can afford the housing
better.

One such thing Kenne-
dy noted was that in some
areas adjacent to business
areas, lot sizes could be
smaller than what the
city’s code currently al-
lows so a house could be
built without a barrier of
getting an exception.

The zoning  audit
showed that there is not
enough vacant land avail-
able for demand, lot size
and width don’t match
existing development pat-
tern, that there isn’t a clear
allowance for modular
building, that there are re-
strictive use districts, and
that a mix of uses or mul-
tiple options for uses isn’t
allowed within the city
code.

Spring Cleaning Time!

CARPET &
UPHOLSTERY
CLEANERS

SAVE $35
on any in-home
cleaning of
$150 or more
after discount.
» Over 30 years
of experience

* Residential &

Shawn O'Hern
Owner/Operator

Commercial
cleaning

» FREE on-site estimates

+ Upholstery cleaning, delicate
and hard to clean fabrics.

Your Locally Owned &
Operated Cleaning Expert.

Brought to you by
Schoenbauer Funeral Home

The Best
Way to Cheer
Yourself Up
is to try to
Cheer Someone
Else Up.

“Just driving around and
looking at your aerial maps,
there are a few sites that we
think could be good hous-
ing sites but currently not
allowed in the zoning. So
the property owner wouldn’t
necessarily be looking for a
housing developer for those
vacant or underutilized sites
because it’s zoned business,”
said Kennedy. “You do want
to be strategic about which
sites, which zoning districts
housing is allowed in.”

One such site that was
identified that could be uti-

lized as such are the two lots
east of Dollar General along
Milwaukee Avenue. Addi-
tionally, other lots adjacent to
the city limits were also not-
ed. In order for any housing
to go forward on these sites,
the owner has to also be will-
ing to either build or work
with a developer to sell the
land for such a development.

Commission Vice Presi-
dent Pat Brockway brought
up that he hasn’t seen the
need for so many additional
housing units here like the
housing study by Maxfield

Research completed for the
city shows. Kennedy noted
multiple reasons why there
is increased demand for sin-
gle and different housing, in-
cluding divorce, seniors, and
people not raising a family
and buying housing later.

Maxfield’s study showed
a need for about 712 hous-
ing units in the city by 2035,
with 313 for sale, 95 for
market rate rental, 186 af-
fordable or subsidized rent-
al, and an additional 118
service-enhanced for seniors
out of that.

Commission member
Paul Brown said, “I think an
important thing to remember
is that people aren’t having
kids after high school any-
more. There’re living in an
apartment and then finding
a house. A lot of people are
like me. They’re single, in
their 30’s, they’re finding
their own house and then
they’re having a family. At
that point, you got to be able
to have houses like someone
like me can afford.”

This service provided by
GMHF is at least some feed-
back for a direction to possi-
bly explore further what the
city can do to help attract and
make possible more housing
opportunities.

Library
Lendings

at the Montgomery
Public Library.

Get your

library card today!

Summer Reading — This year’s summer reading
theme is “Unearth A Story!” Sign-up begins at the library
on Monday, June 1, and it runs through July 31. The pro-
gram is for ages 3-18, and prizes can be won throughout
for reading! Kids can choose a free book of their choice for

registering.

Creature Feature — Monday, June 1, 1 p.m., ages 5
through adults are welcome to the library’s Creature Fea-
ture event where participants will have the opportunity to
get an up-close and hands-on look at a variety of fascinat-
ing and exotic animals through interactive activities. Free.

Registration not required.

Animal Art — Kids ages 8-12 should head to the li-
brary on Thursday, June 4, 10 a.m., and do some animal
arts and crafts. Create a unique animal using vibrant colors
and patterns. Supplies provided. Free. Registration not re-

quired.

Keep up to date with library happenings:
Facebook: MontgomeryMNPublicLibrary
Instagram: MontgomeryPubLib
Website: tinyurl.com/bdhzec8y

Investor’s

Corner

- brought to you by -

Michael Traxler Wealth Management of New Prague

“Your Wealth Management Team”

* Independent
* 100% Fee Based
* Fiduciary

Michael Traxler

WEALTH MANAGEMENT, LLC

Investments & Retirement Planning Solutions
222 Main Street East, New Prague, MN 56071

e No Commissions
* Competitive Pricing
¢ Financial Advice

952-758-8060

Disclosure: Advisory Services are offered through Michael Traxler Wealth Management, LLC, an SEC Investment Advisor. This information
is obtained from sources and data considered to be reliable, but its accuracy and c
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2026 Year-to-date (YID) returns

for several leading indexes as of
Friday 5/15/26 YID
Stock Price
Indexes Return
Dow Jones Industrial Average ~ 3.04%
S&P 500 Largecap 8.22%
NASDAQ Composite 12.83%
Russell 2000 Smallcap 12.57%

* This information is gathered from sources on the
internet deemed reliable and reflects price changes only.
It does not add in dividends paid or reinvested.

*Past Performance Does Not Indicate Future Results*

¢ 401k Rollovers
¢ Consolidations
* Financial Planning

r

informational purposes only and is not a solicitation to buy or sell or hold.
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Opinion

Montgomery’s

Memorial Day speech

By U.S. Army Sergeant
First Class (Ret.) Paul Hassing

Presented at the Memorial
Day program on Monday,
May 25, 2026, at the Ameri-
can Bar & Grill hall in Mont-
gomery, Minn.

Ret. Sgt. Hassing

Welcome, everyone.
Thank you for being here
today as veterans, as family,
and as a community to ob-
serve Memorial Day 2026.

To many across the coun-
try, this weekend is often
marked by backyard barbe-
cues, the opening of neigh-
borhood pools, and the un-
official start of summer. But
for those of us gathered here
right now, we know that to-
day is not a holiday of cele-
bration, but a day of solemn
remembrance. We are here to
pause, reflect, and honor the
men and women who made
the ultimate sacrifice in ser-
vice to the United States.

I am truly honored but
humbled to stand here before
you and speak of the heroes
who made the ultimate sacri-
fice, because words often feel
so inadequate.

More than 1.3 million U.S.
service members have died in
American conflicts since the
Revolutionary War. Behind
that staggering number are
individual people. They were
sons and daughters, brothers
and sisters, and mothers and
fathers. They were our neigh-
bors, our friends, and our co-
workers.

They left behind the com-
fort of their homes, the mile-
stones of their families, and
the promise of a long life in
order to step in harm’s way.
They did so out of a profound
sense of duty and a deep love
for this country and its ideals.
They answered the call when
it mattered most, and in do-
ing so, they gave their tomor-
rows for our today.

When we enjoy the simple
things that we tend to take for
granted and when we enjoy
the everyday freedoms that
define American life, we are
experiencing the benefits of
their sacrifice. The freedom
to speak our minds, gather
peacefully like we are doing
right now, or simply waking
up in a safe democratic soci-
ety, we owe it to the fallen.

Freedom is never free. It
has been purchased by the

blood, sweat and tears of
those who never made it back
home.

We also cannot speak of
the fallen without acknowl-
edging the heavy burden car-
ried by those they left behind
— the Gold Star families,
the child that will forever be
missing a parent, the spouse
no longer having their life
partner, or the parents griev-
ing for their child who was
taken much too soon.

These families bear a
weight that only they can
truly comprehend. They live
every single day with the qui-
et pride of their loved one’s
service, but also with the per-
manent, aching reminder that
someone is never coming
home. Our hearts reach out to
these families. We want them
to know that we will never
forget the price their loved
ones paid, and we will al-
ways remember the sacrifice
made by their entire family.

So, how do we, the living,
honor these heroes? We hon-
or them not just with monu-
ments, or by flying our flags
at half-staff until noon, but
with how we choose to live
our lives. We have been en-
trusted with the most import-
ant thing they left behind:
the future of this nation. We
honor them when we treat
our neighbors with respect,
when we stand united during
challenging times, and when
we participate actively in our
local communities. We honor
them by living our lives in
a way that upholds the very
values they fought and died
to protect.

Furthermore, 1 encourage
you to take this spirit of re-
membrance beyond today.
Learn the stories of local
Veterans. Teach the younger
generations about why this
day exists, and what it means.

As we go about the rest of
our weekend, let us enjoy the
beautiful day and the compa-
ny of our friends and family,
but let us do so with a heart
full of gratitude. Let us carry
the memory of our fallen he-
roes, and honor their legacy
through our actions, our char-
acter, and our commitment to
our country.

Thank you all for taking
the time to be here today
to pay your respects. May
God bless our fallen heroes,
God bless their families and
friends, and God bless the
United States of America.

That was the end of my
speech, but Nichole Amor
was killed in Kuwait on
March 1st. She was a friend
of the family. She was my
daughter-in-law’s first cous-
in. This morning, as I was
leaving the house, I saw a
message from her husband. If
I could, I"d like to read it to
you.

“Today the country paus-
es for Memorial Day. Flags
will wave, and grills will
light. Some will drink to cel-
ebrate a long weekend, some
will drink to drown away
the pain. People will gather
with family and friends to
smile and enjoy their free-
doms.

But for some of us, today
is not symbolic. It is person-
al.

On March 1, 2026, my
wife, MSG Nicole Amor;, was
taken from us in service to
this country alongside fel-
low soldiers of the 103rd.

Since that day, Memorial
Day stopped being a date on
the calendar and became a
reality sitting at my dinner
table, sleeping on my side
of the bed, and echoing
through the silence of my
home.

There are no words
strong enough to explain
what it feels like to lose the
person who was woven into
every fabric of your life. The
mother of my children. My
best friend. The person who
knew your soul so complete-
ly that life without them no
longer feels shaped correct-
Iy.

People say freedom is
not free. They are right. But
most will never truly un-
derstand the invoice. The
invoice is children growing
up without their mother. It
is a folded flag handed to
a grieving family. It is two
soldiers walking up your
driveway that divides your
life into before and after. It
is learning how to carry un-
bearable love with nowhere
left to place it.

Nikki was extraordinary,
not because she wore the
uniform, but because of the
way she loved. Fiercely.
Completely. Selflessly. She
made the world feel warm-
er just by existing in it, and
now the world is colder.

So today, while the coun-
try remembers the fallen,
I ask you to do more than
observe a holiday. Speak
their names. Sit with the
discomfort of what sacrifice
actually means. Remember
that behind every casual-
ty report is a family whose
world did not keep spinning
afterwards.

My wife mattered. Her
fellow Soldiers mattered.
Every one of the fallen mat-
tered.

And as long as I am
alive, Nicoles name will
continue to be spoken with
pride, love, and a grief deep
enough to prove how ex-
traordinary she truly was.

I miss you my love,

Joey Amor”
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Two businesses razed in county — 1906

120 Years Ago
June 1, 1906
TWO VILLAGES IN
LE SUEUR COUNTY LOST BY FIRE

On last Saturday night, the creamery at
Kilkenny was destroyed by fire. The cause,
or origin of the fire is at this time unknown,
but is supposed to be of incendiary origin. As
far as can be learned, the building and ma-
chinery were fully insured.

Mr. Plepson, the young man who has been
running the business, was meeting with the
best of success, and we understand; that if
he is given the proper encouragement by the
business men of Kilkenny he will build a
creamery at the old stand, and continue to do
business in the same fair manner in which he
is reported as treating his patrons in the past.

On Sunday evening the large plant and
stock of goods of H. H. Flowers of Cleveland,
was completely destroyed by fire, nothing
being saved. We have been unable to learn
whether or not the property was covered by
fire insurance, but considering the business
ability of Mr. Flowers, we feel perfectly safe
in saying that the property was fully covered
by insurance.

Mr. Flowers began business in a small way
in the village of Cleveland a few years ago, as
we have been told by selling Solid Comfort
Plows; and by fair and honest dealing with
all, and by letting his patrons know, by ad-
vertising, what he had for sale, he succeeded
in building up the finest business in Le Sueur
County. Mr. Flowers business, as compared
with some of the other fellows of the village
is a fair example of the man who advertised
and the man who did not advertise.

100 Years Ago

May 28, 1926
TWENTY-TWO WILL RECEIVE
DIPLOMAS AT GRADUATION

The annual graduation exercises of the
Sherman High School will be held at the Ca-
sino in this city on Wednesday evening, June
2nd, at eight o’clock.

The Class of 1926 is one of the largest in
the history of the local institution of learn-
ing, comprising twenty-two in all, eleven
young ladies and eleven young men, who are
as follows: Julia E. Benesh, Irvin B. Richter,
Alvin W. Wolframsdorf, Virginia R. Havel,
Stanley F. Kotek, Leota L. Parsons, Helen
M. Plonshinsky, Angeline A. Meskal, Milton
M. Malone, Eleaner V. Kubat, Edelgard P.
Hauber, Rose M. Proshek, Agnes A. Oden-
thal, Louis F. Fierst, Emil F. Dolejs, Frank
P. Cheezig, William F. Odenthal, Edward E.
Kriha, Louis H. Kocina, Stanley J. Kaiser-
satt, Sylvia M. Humber, Marie A. Higgins.

The honors this year were awarded to An-
geline Meskal, who will deliver the valedicto-
ry and Sylvia Humber the salutatory oration.

80 Years Ago
May 31, 1946
CONTRACT FOR
TRUNK HIGHWAY NO. 21 LET
M. J. Hoffmann, Commissioner of High-
ways, announced that the contract for the
construction of Trunk Highway No. 21, be-
tween this city and the junction with Trunk
Highway No. 99, at the top of McCullough’s
hill, had been awarded to the Farrell Con-
tracting Co., of St. Paul.
The contract calls for the construction
of 8.1 miles of road and the job comprises

374,152 of excavation, 8,897 cubic yards-of
stabilized gravel, culverts, requiring 147 cu-
bic yards of concrete, and 4 cattle passes at a
cost of $140,048.00.

It is expected that construction work will
start at an early date and it should be com-
pleted by the middle of the summer.

60 Years Ago
June 2, 1966

40 Years Ago
May 28, 1986
MONTY-LONSDALE
KINDERGARTEN CLASSES TOUR
QUEEN OF PEACE HOSPITAL

More than 100 kindergarten students of
Montgomery-Lonsdale Public School, along
with their teachers Alice Onfskin and Nancy
Zeither, recently toured Queen of Peace Hos-
pital in New Prague.

20 Years Ago
June 1, 2006
CITY APPEALS COUNTY SOIL AND
WATER DISTRICT’S DECISION

The SWCD reviewed a request by the city
to trade wetlands and/or buy more time to
clean up the area located southwest of Mont-
gomery, by the fertilizer plant on Highway
13. However, the county’s Technical Eval-
uation Panel (TEP) denied it, enforcing the
cleanup deadline of September 1, 2006.

At their meeting, Montgomery councilmem-
bers said they would appeal the decision.

It was discovered the wetlands had been
used illegally as a dumping ground for many
years by private parties. Unaware of this, the
city sold the land to the fertilizer plant more
than a year ago.

regular weeks or Friday for holiday weeks.

to editor@montgomerymnnews.com.
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Viewpoints expressed in the letters to the editor do not necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.
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TCU 5th, 6th, Middle School Chorus hold Spring Sing

Mike Mallow photo

The Tri-City United Middle School Chorus sings “We Know the Way” from Moana during their opening set after intermission during the school’s Spring Sing, held at the TCU
Performing Arts Center May 21.

WOIf Den from 1

Jarrod Schoenecker photo

Owner Lucas Wolf helps customers out inside The Wolf Den on grand opening day.

munity play for Pokemon
and Magic: The Gathering
(MTG), it will also be open
for like-minded things.
There are already trading
card game-related paintings
being sold from an artist
out of the Twin Cities, but

Lucas Wolf hopes that he
might find some other local
artists to sell their related
types of creative work as
well in the shop on consign-
ment. Things that are family
friendly of course.

If you are a collector of or
enjoy playing trading card
games, this is a likely respite
considering the next nearest
similar location is in Jordan.

Lucas Wolf said that he
often frequents La Nette’s

across the street where he
says he has received many
questions about what trading
card games are and what the
shop will be. He says, “It’s
just cards. Think of it as
something fun that you used
to do as kids.” If you don’t
know, he encourages you
to stop in, explore and ask
questions.

All ages are encouraged
to come in for their weekly
community play sessions
with Friday being for Magic:
The Gathering, and Satur-
days being for Pokemon play
— each beginner friendly
and open during their store
hours.

The shop is only open
during limited hours of 4-7
p-m. Thursday and Friday,
and from 12-6 p.m. on Sat-
urdays. “I’m trying to make
the hours so I can still hang
out with my family,” said
Lucas Wolf. He is still work-
ing full-time as computer
programmer, something he
has poured into his website
for this business.

Becoming a trading card
game store owner was an
unlikely scenario for Lu-
cas Wolf, a 2006 graduate
of Jordan High School. He
first started in construction,
doing woodworking and
building houses for almost
nine years. Then he took a
big turn when he went back
to school to get a generic
computer programming de-
gree at Hennepin Technical
College in 2013. After grad-
uating, he transitioned into
that field.

“My mother passed away,
and I sold her car, so I got
some money from that. I
sold three golf carts, which
gave me enough money for
the inventory in the store,
just bootstrapping it,” said
Lucas Wolf. “I’m using
what I learned in the last 15
years into automating my
hobby and figuring out how

to do stuff to make my busi-
ness work, like starting an
LLC and other things.”

What was just a hobby
is now a passion project. “I
just hope I can make enough
to keep the doors open,” he
said.

His wife, Alyssa Wolf,
supports his new adventure.
They live together with their
two children, Ryan and Lil-
ly, in Lonsdale. Ryan Wolf
is definitely excited about it.
“My son is already meeting
a bunch of kids here,” said
Lucas Wolf. “It’s an excuse
to get together and hang out
some place that’s safe.”

There are still remnants
of the bait shop that was
there prior, something that
will be worked on over the
next months as the shop de-
velops further.
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4th Annual MSC High
School Invitational Trap
Shoot Sponsors

The Montgomery Sportsmens Club would like to thank our sponsors for their generous
support. Without their support this tournament would not be possible.
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Pitcher Caleigh Hoefs drives one down the infield Tues-

day to advance runners in the fifth inning, bringing one
of her teammates home to increase the score to 5-0 in fa-

vor of the Titans.

Jarrod Schoenecker photo

Titan Senior Isabella Jones steals home after an error by
Maple River in the Tuesday, May 19, match-up in Lons-

dale. This came after Jones had already stole second base.

Softball tourney yields three shutouts

Jay Schneider
Irlife@frontiernet.net

The Tri-City United (TCU) played
three games in the Section 2AA Tour-
nament last week and all three ended
in shutouts.

In their opener, the Titans defeat-
ed Maple River, 5-0, behind a two-
hit shutout by pitcher Claire Hoefs.
Thursday, May 21 the Titans faced
No. 1 rated Lake Crystal-Wellcome
Memorial (LCWM) and were hand-
ed a 10-0, five inning loss. Two days
later, Randolph shutout TCU, 4-0, at
Caswell Park in North Mankato. This
ended their season with a 10-9 overall
record.

In the win over the Eagles, Hoefs
allowed just two hits, struck out 11,
and walked three.

Hoefs, Laynee Blaschko, Lexie
Berger, Lily Traxler, Taylor Haecherl,
and Layla Sycks had the team’s six
hits. Berger, Sycks, Cristina Cruz, and
Caleigh Hoefs each knocked in runs.
Mya O’Brien scored twice.

In the loss to the undefeated
Knights, LCWM pitcher Nettie Par-
son tossed a perfect game, facing only
15 batters in five innings and throwing
41-0f-56 pitches for strikes.

Caleigh Hoefs started and went
4 1/3 innings, allowing eight earned
runs on 11 hits.

The Titans faced another outstand-
ing pitcher Saturday when Stella Pa-
gel limited them to five hits in pitch-
ing a shutout. All-State catcher Allie
Gillette and Amelia Davis did most of
the damage, both hitting home runs
which accounted for all the runs.

Collecting singles for the Titans
were O’Brien, Blaschko, Traxler,
Berger, and Caleigh Hoefs.

The remaining four teams who
played Tuesday included LCWM, Le
Sueur-Henderson and Belle Plaine,
who play the first game and the win-
ner will face St. James. The Section
2AA Championship is scheduled for
Thursday, May 28 in North Mankato.

Hartwig sets two conference records

Mallards drop
two last week

Montgomery Mallards 1, Lonsdale Aces 12

The Montgomery Mallards suffered a tough 12-1
defeat against the Lonsdale Aces on Friday, May 22,
after a challenging first inning.

Lonsdale struck early, bringing across 11 runs in the
opening frame. The Mallards struggled to find momen-
tum at the plate, finishing the night with just one hit.
Kyle Hintz provided that lone offensive bright spot,
going 1-for-2 with a walk. Derek Christenson crossed
the plate to score the only run for Montgomery in the
sixth inning.

On the mound, Brandon Gentz provided solid depth
out of the bullpen, tossing 5.1 strong innings of relief
while striking out five batters to quiet the opposing
bats.

Montgomery Mallards 4, Union Hill Bulldogs 8

Despite out-hitting their opponent eight to six, the
Montgomery Mallards fell 8-4 on Sunday afternoon
against Union Hill.

The offense showed flashes of productivity through-
out the game but ultimately left too many runners
stranded on base and walked too many Bulldog hitters
to overcome the deficit. Dylan Westerman and Chris
Johnson sparked the offense from the lineup, with
each batter collecting a pair of hits on the afternoon to
lead the team. Max Krautkremer provided the primary
muscle in the middle of the batting order, driving in
two runs to lead the Mallards in RBIs, while Johnson
also contributed an RBI to the offensive effort.

On the mound, Krautkremer fought through four
tough innings, allowing four hits and four earned runs
while walking five before turning the game over to
Derek Christenson and Johnson.

Go to our
website to see
the DRS
Baseball
roundup with
an outlook of

Jay Schneider
Irlife@frontiernet.net

Tri-City United (TCU)
junior Kaitlyn Hartwig held
the 100-meter and 200-me-
ter dash Big South Confer-
ence records, setting them
last season as a sophomore.

She outdid herself Tues-
day, May 19 at New Ulm

High School, breaking both
sprint records in the Big
South Conference Champi-
onships.

The speedy sprinter won
the 100-meter dash in 12.44,
.17 faster than a year ago and
the 200-meter dash in 25.62,
.33 faster than last season.

The Titans also won a
pair of relays, including the

Freeman wins Big South
Conference shot put title

Mike Mallow photo

David Black hands off to Cooper Sladek in the 4 x 800-
meter relay during the track and field boys and girls
Varsity Big South Championship May 19 in New Ulm.

Jay Schneider
Irlife@frontiernet.net

Tri-City United (TCU) ju-
nior Corday Freeman dom-
inated the shot put compe-
tition during the Big South
Conference Track and Field
Championships ~ Tuesday,
May 19 at New Ulm High
School.

Freeman’s top throw of
52-feet, 7 1/2-inches was
near five feet farther than
runner-up Parker Maloney
of St. Pete, giving the Titans
their lone conference cham-
pion.

The Titans scored 40
points to place eighth in
the eight-team meet. Belle
Plaine was the champi-
on with 168 points. They
were followed by Fairmont
(101), Waseca (93), St. Pe-
ter (85.5), Marshall (79.5),
Worthington (75), New Ulm

(59), and TCU.

Sophomore Eric
Borchardt had two top
five performances, plac-

ing third in the 200-meter
dash (22.89), which was 16

tenths of a second behind the
champion, and fifth in the
400-meter dash (53.87).

Placing fourth was junior
Soren McNamara in the pole
vault (11-feet, 6-inches).

Placing fifth was se-
nior Grant Fitterer in the
3,200-meter run (10:25.59).

Placing sixth was the 4
x 800-meter relay team of
Fitterer, senior David Black
and eighth graders Cooper
Sladek and Patrick Duchene
(9:24.306).

Placing seventh was ju-
nior Keith Sexton in the
triple jump (37-feet, 9
1/2-inches) and placing
eighth in the long jump (18-
feet, 6-inches).

Junior Toren Kelly placed
eighth in the shot put (40-
feet, 9-inches).

Placing ninth were fresh-
man Caden Brown in the
110-meter  high  hurdles
(19.15) and Freeman in the
discus (108-feet, 1-inch).

The Titans will now com-
pete this week in the Sec-
tion 1AA Championships
Wednesday, May 27 and Fri-
day, May 29 at St. Peter.

4 x 100-meter and the 4 x
200-meter relay, which also
broke the conference record.

The 400-meter relay team
of seniors Eden Krocak and
Guadalupe Lopez, soph-
omore Jillian Houn, and
eighth grader Cami Hartwig
won this race in 52.21. The
800-meter relay team of
Houn, and the Hartwig sis-
ters, Cami , sophomore Car-
ly, and Kaitlyn, broke their
2025 record with a time of
1:44.24, which was almost
two seconds faster than last
year’s time.

TCU had a very good
meet, placing third overall
with 126 points. State power
St. Peter won the meet with
182 points. Runner-up went
to Fairmont with 133 points.
Fourth through eighth went
to Belle Plaine (98.5), Mar-
shall (79), Waseca (36), New
Ulm (31.5), and Worthing-
ton (12).

Placing second were Car-
ly Hartwig in the 200-meter
dash (25.98), Cami Hartwig
in the long jump (16-feet, 4
1/4-inches), and junior Han-
na Caron in the shot put (35-
feet, 8 1/2-inches), a career
best.

Placing third were Houn
in the triple jump (34-feet,
4-inches), freshman Nyadek
Ruei in the high jump (5-
feet, 2-inches), and junior

Louise Stock in the long
jump (15-feet, 8 3/4-inches).

Placing fourth was Caron
in the discus (102-feet,
1-inch).

Placing fifth was the 4
x 400-meter relay team of
Lopez, sophomore Natalie
Gonzalez, and eighth grad-
ers Claire Claffey and Isla
Stock (4:28.75) and Stock in
the pole vault (9-feet).

Placing sixth were Carly
Hartwig in the high jump
(4-feet, 10-inches), Stock in
the 100-meter low hurdles
(17.43), and Claffey in the
400-meter dash (1:03.76).

Placing seventh were
Houn in the 100-meter dash
(13.25), freshman Mara Liv-
ingston in the 1,600-meter
run (5:58.70), senior Mor-
gan Meier in the discus (94-
feet, 10-inches), and senior
Lucy Fleek in the shot put
(31-feet, 11 1/4-inches).

Placing eighth were junior
Kirra Flicek in the 300-me-
ter hurdles (53.18) and Mei-
er in the shot put (30-feet, 3
1/2-inches).

The Titans will now com-
pete this week in the Sec-
tion 1AA Championships
Wednesday, May 27 and Fri-
day, May 29 at St. Peter.

some of this
year’s teams.

Montgomery Horseshoe Club
Team Standings for Wednesday, May 20
Class A A% L
Cyndi Stepka/Colleen Szabo................ 32 e 04
Mark Tellijohn/Neil Knopf.................. 32 s 22
Eugene Palma/Dan Hrabe.................... 24 12
Denny Keogh/Rob Bjorklund............... 19, 17
Greg David/Jim Shimota..................... (1 27

High Ringers Class A

Rob Bjorklund.........c.cccoeveeiiieieniennne 70

Neil Knopf....oooeveeieiieiieiiieeeeee 52

Colleen Szabo .......ccceoveverenerenineniens 43

Denny Keogh ........ccoevveveneniiinininnns 41

High Percent Games Class A

Rob Bjorklund.........ccccovevininiiiiinnnns 54

Neil Knopt..oooooveeieieieiecee 40

Colleen Szabo/Denny Keogh............... 32

Class B W L
Josh Gare/Linda Gare ............c.coocuenee. 22 14
Steve Ellman/Brandon Ellman............. 15 39
Jerry Hagel/Pam Hill...............ccccoeuene. ) 07
Daniel Weiss/Ashley Weiss.................. (01 10
Mike Brockway/Jose Valdez................ 08 .o 28
High Ringers Class B

Jerry Hagel/Ashley Weiss..................... 24

Linda Gare ........ccccccoveevieccnvinieinecnnene. 19

Steve Ellman ..........cceccoveeniniinccnnne 18

High Percent Games Class B

Jerry Hagel .....cooeveeiieiiieieiee 26

Ashley WeiSS......coeeeerieiieieeiecieeeene 20

Linda Gare ........ccccevvevievenenenencnennene 18

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY

start at $40
per month.

I‘ ATTORNEYS CHIROPRACTORS HOME IMPROVEMENT VETERINARIANS
. A Better Way. .. s e Hand
Richard C. Lea ey Services |
Atto rney EAST TOWN ,j A e General
wsrase| | GREG  Corpentry Dr. Bill Vollmar
106 First Street North NewFreowe || DVNDA, © Hemeodels Dr. Katie Vollmar
952.758-8760 steiia maris ©Decks 1003 East Main Street
Montgomery CARPENTRY LLC License # BC 807844 Ph
(507) 364-8606 www.giesenfamilychiropractic.com 61 2'756'4827 Hours: Monday thru Friday, 8 to 5:30
DENTISTS REAL ESTATE WELL DRILLING
Montgomer Lisa
Fami% Dentaly SkluzaCEK
Seth Huiras, DDS |Kurt Erickson, DDS Broker, Realtor, GRI
Preventative +Restorative «Root Canals gﬁ;,zngg;zflnz
Implants - Orthodontics « Airway
. 110 1st St. N, Montgomery, MN
D|rectory Ads BELYALTE:T]] P
www.montgomeryfamilydental.com New Prague 2

We look forward to serving you!
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Classified Ads

TO PLACE YOUR ADS CALL BEFORE MONDAY 3 P.M. 507-364-8601 OR FAX ANYTIME 507-364-8602

MONTGOMERY
MESSENGER

CLASSIFIED WORD AD RATES:

All 3 publications
(Montgomery Messenger,
The New Prague Times, and
LifeEnterprise, Waterville)
20 words or less.

($31 per week).

Add Sunday publication
(The EXTRA) and get
all 4 publications
for $39 per week.

CLASSIFIED BOX AD RATES:
$12 per column inch.
3 inch minimum = $36

To place your ads...
Montgomery Messenger
310 First St. S.
Montgomery, MN 56069
507-364-8601  Fax: 507-364-8602
e-mail:
classifieds@newpraguetimes.com

DEADLINE MONDAY 3 P.M.
Office hours:
Mon.-Thurs., 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Fri., 8:30 a.m. to Noon

Job Postings

ERR LINGBERG

Now hiring qualified
CDL drivers
for our End
Dump & Tanker
(Non HM) openings.

Hourly pay
w/health and
IRA benefits.

Also, a paid life
insurance policy.

Call 952-412-7149

Cars & Trucks

Real Estate

Coming Events

In Memoriam Music

$$ PAID UP TO $3,500 for re-
pairable vehicles/junkers. Im-
mediate pickup. Proudly serv-
ing your area. Locally owned
and operated. Flatbed or wreck-
er service. 952-220-TOWS
(8697), Open 7 days a week. Li-
censed / bonded / insured.

Wanted

YOUR AD! Classifieds in print
and online really do work. Call,
fax or e-mail your ad today.
952-758-4435, fax: 952-758-
4135; e-mail: classifieds@
newpraguetimes.com.

PAYING CASH for guns, rifles,
shotguns, handguns, vintage
knives, old and new ammuni-

tion in the box and military
items, Bruce, 612-232-4686.

Notices

WHEN IN doubt, check it out!
This publication makes the best
effort to publish only reputable
classified ads. However, before
investing your hard-earned
money, we encourage you to
check out any unfamiliar em-
ployment or business opportu-
nities with the Better Business
Bureau, 651-699-1111 or visit
www.mnd.bbb.org.

FARMLAND FOR sale and
wanted. Call Randy Kubes, Re-
altor at 612-599-7440.

Garage Sales

GET THE word out. Advertise
your reunion, fundraiser, bene-
fit, craft sale. Call 952-758-4435
to place your ad today.

PRINT AND Internet! Get both
newspaper and internet cover-
age when you place your classi-
fied ad in this publication. Call
952-758-4435 or e-mail: classi-
fieds@newpraguetimes.com

Services

WE CAN customize your wed-
ding invitations, save the dates,
programs and other items for
your special day. We can also
print your camera ready files.
Stop in or call Monday-Friday
8:30am to 4:30pm 952-758-
4435, New Prague office.

ELECTRIC MOTOR Sales and
repair. Stocking full line of mo-
tors. Baldor and Dayton. Ca-
pacitors, bearings and brushes.
Stasney Electric, 952-758-2546.

PLUMBING... ALL needs,
Sump Pumps, New, remodel /
repair, water heaters. Licensed
bonded, insured Master Plumb-
er. Veteran owned, KZ Plumb-
ing, Kevin Zvanovec, 612-328-
7808.

For Sale

OFFICE SUPPLIES in stock or
place an order! Black and white
or color copies and laminating.
Suel Printing Co. 200 Main St.
E, New Prague, 952-758-4435,
awann@suelprinting.com. Mon-
day - Friday, 8:30 am-4:30 pm.

Storage

MINI STORAGE: New Prague
Mini Storage, new facility, se-
cure access 24/7, video surveil-
lance, lighted and fenced, tem-

perature controlled spaces
available. Starting at $43/
month. Call 952-758-7819.

www.selfstoragenewpraguemn.
com.

MONTGOMERY POLICE
DEPARTMENT

FULL-
POLICE OFFICER
Deadline: Until Filled

The City of Montgomery, MN, is accepting applications for
a full-time patrol officer. Minimum Qualifications: MN
POST licensed or eligible to be licensed within 60 days of
appointment; valid certification as a first responder; and a
valid MN driver’s license. Salary is $32.34 per hour plus
shift differential to start per union contract with possibility
of lateral transfer to new hires. Applicants must be flexi-
ble to work varying shifts, including Holidays, nights, and
weekends. The City of Montgomery also offers a very
generous benefits plan. Submit a Resume, Cover letter and
completed application to the City of Montgomery, 201 Ash
Avenue SW, Montgomery, MN 56069. This position will
remain open until filled. Applications are available at the
City of Montgomery City Hall or on the city web site at
www.cityofmontgomerymn.com.

Questions call City Hall at 507-364-8888 or
Montgomery Police at 507-364-8000
Mail to City of Montgomery - 201 Ash Ave. Sw -
Montgomery, MN 56069

The City of Montgomery is an equal opportunity employer.

TIME

Jim’s Metal

LICENSED AND INSURED

Roof Coatings

All of our coatings protect and make your building look beautiful.

WORKING IN YOUR AREA

ROOF COATINGS

Leak Repair * Bin Tops * Quonset « Flat Decks
Roof Codtings: Asphalt Shingle/Metal/Gavanized

PAINTING

METAL BUILDINGS (STEEL OR ALUMINUM) + HOUSE (EXTERIOR)

Call your local contractor, Jim's Metal Farm Coatings at

763-312-3843

MINNESOTA CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING NETWORK

To place your ad here call 952-758-4435,
507-364-8601 or 507-362-4495.

FOR SALE OR RENT

BUILDING FOR SALE OR RENT: 650
Creamery Ave N, Browerville, MN. Sq.
FT. 5,395. Several bays. $2,600.00 per
month. Available December 1st.
218/371-4894

MISCELLANEOUS

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FIBER Internet
for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data caps,
no throttling. Prices starting at $54.95.
Plus, a $100 gift card when you make
the switch. Call 844/453-6983

MISCELLANEOUS

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to assist
the blind and visually impaired. Arrange
a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup and
secure a generous tax credit for 2025.
Call Heritage for the Blind Today at
844/220-9501 today!

GETDISH SATELLITETV + INTERNET!
Free install, free HD-DVR upgrade,
80,000 on-demand movies, plus limited
time up t0$600 In gift cards. Call today!
855/562-4309

SAFE STEP North America’s #1 Walk-In
Tub. Comprehensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE shower pack-
age and $1,600 off for a limited time!
Call today! Financing available. Call
Safe Step

SERVICES

REPAIRING OR REPLACING
APPLIANCES and home systems like
heating and cooling can be costly. A
home warranty plan can help. Start sav-
ing and get 30% off any plan today.
Workmanship Guarantee included.
Terms apply. Call Cinch Home Services
855/887-4521

WANTED TO BUY

WANTED: ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES for cash AS IS! No
repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy
three step process: Call, get cash offer
and get paid. Get your fair cash offer
today by calling Liz Buys Houses:
844/978-0683

SCHEFFLER ELECTRIC, Inc.
serving the area for 30 years.
Mark Scheffler Master Electri-
cian, licensed, bonded, insured.
scheff@bevcomm.net, 952-758-
3561, New Prague.

SKLUZACEK TREE Movers,
LLC. Residential tree trimming
and removal. Clearing CRP,
fence lines, drainage ditches,
land and lots. Stump grinding.
Full line of equipment for your
projects. Call Curtis, 952-393-
4125.

952-492-3160

* Spring Clean Ups/Dethatch
* Irrigation Startup

* Fert/Spray Programs

* Mulch Bed Overlays

* Boulder & Stone Walls

* Brick Paver

* Lakeshore Restoration

* Drainage Correction

* Hydro Seeding

wwwilawnsakeusicom)

Cards of Thanks

Jiark, Yone

The family of
Joe Ziskovsky

would like to extend our
heartfelt gratitude to our
family and friends for the
many expressions of love,
kindness, comfort, and
support shown to us during
the passing of Joe.

We are deeply grateful for the
flowers, plants, memorials,
food, cards, prayers, and
donations given
in Joe’s memory.

A special thank you to Mala
Strana for their caring and
compassion, to St Croix
Hospice Group for their
kindness and support, to
Father John Lapensky and the
church choir for a beautiful
service, and to the staff at
Most Holy Trinity for helping
ensure everything was
prepared and meaningful.
We also extend our sincere
thanks to the K.C. Hall
in New Prague for the
wonderful lunch, and
to Adam White with
Bruzek Funeral Home
for their guidance, assistance,
and support during
this difficult time.

Your kindness and generosity
will always be remembered.

The Family of
Joseph “Joes Ziskovsky

NEW PRAGUE Music Institute
offers music lessons for guitar,

O’
A , \¥% piano, drums and beginner
&y %‘/"W %W d/ ‘i% voice. Contact Cary at 952-215-
J @ 9817, 952-758-7817, caryh@bev-
J . Theresa . v comm.net or newpraguemusic.
Hinderscheit | cm
IF YOU are offering piano, gui-
tar, drum or voice lessons, place
an ad to fill your openings. Call
952-758-4435.
Home Improvement
You left us

beautiful memories,
your love is
still our guide,
Although we can

ELECTRIC
SERVICE

not see you,
+ COMMERCIAL WIRING:»
you are ahays at + RESIDENTIAL WIRING *
oursice. + GENERAL REPAIR
W t bel tsb
s yearsalready, | | *UNDERGROUND WIRING »
Love, your children, ¢ | * REFRIGERATION SERVICE »
grandchidren,and [y | *BULKTANK SERVICE

RUHLAND
ELECTRIC, INC.

PHONE (507) 364-7720 MONTGOMERY

y £ great-grandchildren. )
@;\% MJ&

If you Advertise
they will come!

Public notices

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Montgomery Planning and Zoning
Commission will hold a public hearing to consider an Ordinance
Amending Chapter 11. Zoning Code of The Montgomery City Code
adding Solar as an Accessory Use in the Community Commercial
(B-1) District, on Wednesday, June 10, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. or soon
thereafter. The hearing will be conducted at Montgomery City Hall
located at 201 Ash Avenue S.W.

Persons wishing to comment on the proposed Code Amend-
ments are encouraged to attend the hearing. Those unable to attend
may submit written comments to Brian Heck, City Administrator,
at bheck@cityofmontgomerymn.com or Joshua Mankowski, City
Planner and Economic Development Specialist, at jmankowski@
cityofmontgomerymn.com. Comments can also be submitted by
mail to 201 Ash Avenue S.W., Montgomery, MN 56069.

(Published in the Montgomery Messenger, Thursday, May 28,
2026; No. M1124-5-28)

Crossword

CLUES ACROSS
1. Streetcar
5. Take _ ofit!

of the Week

:

1 2

10. SW Asia peninsula
12. Beating wings to
escape from a perch

16 |17

14. One who revitalizes

16. Indicates position
18. Dishonorable man
19. Singer King Cole
20. Short-tailed marten
22. One point east

(clockwise) of due north

23. The god of the underworld
in ancient mythology

25. Dirt

26. Superconducting
super collider

27. Not good

28. A way to sink

30. Unwell

31. Follow orders

33. Deep ravine

35. Perfumery practice

Sultan
38. Member of U.S. Navy
40. Wing-like
41. Very fast airplane
42. Slang for cigarette
44. Most cars still
need it

i

58. Return a favor
63. Go over once
37. Indian film director more

65. Removed
66. “Silence of the ”
67. Comedian Rogen

CLUES DOWN
1. Children’s game
2. Relative biological

45. Political war chest  effectiveness (abbr.) 23. A type of fever food
48. Cools down 3. Own (Scottish) ~ 24. Baglike structure  54. Regard in a specified
50. Diminish toward 4, Female follower in a plant or animal ~ way
one end of Bacchus 27. Threaten persistently 59. Taxi
52. Indigenous person 5. Subsides 29. Aspirations 60. Naturally occurring
of Thailand 6. Protects from 32. Baby’s eating solid material
53. Combined weather accessory 61. Feline
55. Container 7. Spanish munici 34. Actress Thurman  62. Post-burning
56. Expression of pality 35. Turn into bone residue
satisfaction 8. Supermarket chain  36. One who saves you 64. Elevated railroad
57. Thou 9. Domain name 39. Consume

Join us to enjoy a seasonal lunch, music, and BINGO!
All are welcome - no membership needed to attend.

=
<]
oz

66

40. Swiss river
43. Apart of a river where}
the current is very fast

44. Categories

46. Expressed
amazement

47. It’s important in
respiration (abbr.)

49. Greek war dance

51. Bland, semi-liquid

10. Semitic peoples

11. Designs anew

13. City associated
with Jesus

15. Cool!

17. Bank employee

18. Central nervous
system

21. Standardized
piece of text

1|3
o
v
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Chilly day for Lonsdale street fair

Jarrod Schoenecker photos

Many partook in the sights and sounds of the Lonsdale
Chamber Street Fair & Business Expo.

Jarrod Schoenecker
editor@montgomerymnnews.com

It was a chilly afternoon
and evening for the free and
family friendly Lonsdale
Chamber Street Fair & Busi-
ness Expo on Tuesday, May
19.

Despite the unseasonably
colder weather, many came
out to Ash Street Northeast
to check out the alpacas,
bouncy house, inflatable
archery range, live music,
demonstrations, business
booths, and vehicle fair.

The vehicle fair started
being apart of the celebra-
tion last year. It included a
variety of vehicles for young
persons to explore, including
golf carts, a garbage truck,
Lonsdale police and fire ve-

youngatHﬁ

Older Americans Month

hicles, and even the armored
vehicle from Rice County
Sheriff’s Office.

A business passport card
was given to all entering the
fair to be punched by local
businesses. Those that com-
pleted it were entered into a
drawing to receive one of a
handful of different prizes
donated by the businesses,
such as a decorative wind-
mill. Many businesses had
freebies up for grabs, wheth-
er that be a snack, mocktails,
or other branded trinkets.

It was a great opportuni-
ty for businesses to connect
with the community and an-
swer questions.

There were also a hand-
ful of food trucks offering
different food and beverage
options.

¥4

TCU 2026 Senior Mural

‘Sunscape’

The 2026 Tri-City United High School senior mural is complete. Each year some senior students work on recre-
ating a piece of artwork by another artist. This year’s piece is “Sunscape” by contemporary artist Erin Hanson.
Hanson’s Sunscape is a painting of the coastal landscape of Acadia National Park at sunrise in Maine. It will
be hung in the school alongside the other past year senior murals. The students that worked on this year’s mu-
ral, from the left, are Kailey Young, Forest Omen, Breanna Erickson, Jules Rotter, Lily Traxler, Isabella Jones,

Kaylee Gogerty, and Caleigh Hoefs.

Submitted photo

ans
Mon tll Month in 1976.

For Older Adults
& Their Families

Older Americans Month also serves to raise awareness
concerning elder abuse and neglect. As we age, the risk of
abuse and neglect increases. We must be sure resources are
in place to protect our older population from the risks of
abuse and neglect. One way is to maintain involvement in
community activities and social activities. It helps to main-
tain our overall health and vitality.

Older Americans Month History
President Gerald Ford proclaimed Older Americans

Article via nationaldaycalendar.com

Every year in May, Older Americans Month recognizes the
contributions of older adults across the nation. Their time, ex-
perience, and talents enrich the lives of those around them.

While raising families and building careers, older Ameri-
cans also gave back to their communities in a variety of ways.
In their lifetime, times have changed and they continue to
volunteer and serve their neighborhoods in their own ways.
Whether they mentored children, volunteered at a soup kitch-
en, or served their country, each one deserves recognition for
their commitment.

Relax & Rejuvenate

in a Luxurious Power Lift &
Power Recline Chair

Wise Furniture Co.
106 Ferry St., Le Sueur, MN
507-665-2238
Fax: 507-665-3789

SLEEP CENTER

. . . '
APPLIANGES & TV Financing Available!

*12 mos., no interest, see store for details.

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30, Sat. 9-4, Sun. Closed
wise-furnitureco.com

~ Anytime by appointment ~

A supportive living campus for seniors

Enjoy
Your
Summer
Carefree!

Rare
Opportunity!
APARTMENTS
AVAILABLE

® 2-bedroom, 1-bedroom and studio
apartments with kitchens and meal
service.

# On-site nursing care.

¢ Customized care and
service packages.

@ Tenants will have priority access
to Mala Strana Rehabilitation Center,
which is a physically attached
certified skilled nursing facility.

999 Columbus Ave. North
New Prague, MN 56071

952-395-3100

www.monarchmn.com

Where Care and Customer Service
Come Together

—-ngjllN-Uh r!—

praha village

A Y S SENIORS LIVING WELL
o

Learn More

[=]

Please call Sharon at
952-459-6520
for more information
& to schedule a tour.
PrahaVillage.org

[=]

=]

1100 1st Street SE | New Prague, MN 56071 | &

a ministry of i‘ casslar

‘

A Place to Call Home... g

wél

/)
N\D

Contact: Sarah Krause

- APARTMENTS AVAILABLE -

Warm hearts & smiles await you

Sentor Assisted Living & Memory Care
399 Lexington Ave. NW, Monigomery

C 507-364-5585 %)
. W *
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